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Fleet review

President Droupadi Murmu, Andhra Pradesh CM N Chandrababu
Naidu and Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi during the
International Fleet Review in Visakhapatnam on Wednesday.
Murmu said the Indian Navy is vigilant in safeguarding the country’s
maritime interests and is contributing to stability across wider

maritime commons. ANI

SC orders interim
stay on forcible
exhumations

in Chhattisgarh

Amid plea over
tribal Christians’
burial rights

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 18

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday ordered an in-
terim stay on the forcible ex-
humation of bodies in Chhat-
tisgarh while hearing a plea
that alleged that tribal Chris-
tians in the state were being
denied the right to bury their
dead in their villages and that
those already buried were
being forcibly shifted.

Issuing notice to the state
government on the public in-
terest litigation (PIL) filed by
the Chhattisgarh Association
for Justice and Equality and
Others, abench of Justice Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep Mehta
ordered, “In the meantime, it
is provided that no further ex-
humation of buried bodies
shall be permitted.”

On January 27, 2025, the
Supreme Court had delivered
asplit verdict on a plea seeking
permission to bury a deceased
Christian pastor in the village
graveyard or on his private ag-
ricultural land in the state.

While Justice B V Naga-

rathna stated that the peti-
tioner be permitted to bury his
father in his private land, Jus-
tice S C Sharma had held that
through procedures pertain-
ingtolastrites and ceremonies
fall under fundamental rights
guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion, no citizen has an “un-
qualified right claim that such
right(s) would encompass the
unqualified right to choose the
“place” of such ceremony (in-
cluding burial)...”.

However, given that three
weeks had already passed
since the death and the body
was in the mortuary, the two
judges had agreed that the
body be buried in a designated
burial ground for Christiansin
Karkapal village, 25-30 kms
from his hometown.

On Wednesday, Senior Ad-
vocate Colin Gonsalves, ap-
pearing for the petitioners,
said the split verdict is being
misused by the state to stop
the burials of tribal Christians
even in places where there is
no dispute at the local level.

The PIL urged the court to
declare that all persons, irre-
spective of their religion, caste
or SC/ST/OBC status, will be
free to bury their deceased in
their villages and to direct all
gram panchayats in the state
to demarcate specific areas in
villages for burials.

working on, India may also
mention a charter for Al diffu-
sion in a “democratic” way, the
official said. This could be a vol-
untary and non-binding frame-
work, but would focus primarily
on “promoting access to foun-
dational Al resources,” while
“respecting national laws,” the
official said.

Assuch, promotion of open-
source Al servicesarealso likely
tofeature in the upcoming Delhi
declaration, a signal which
counters Aldevelopmentinthe
West, where frontier modelslike
OpenAl'sChatGPT and Google’s
Gemini are proprietary services.

“Open-source Al applica-
tionsand other accessible Al ap-
proaches and wide-scale diffu-
sion of AI use cases can
contribute toscalability, replica-
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bility, and adaptability of Al sys-
temsacross sectors,” the official
said.

Indiamay endorse the devel-
opmentofavoluntary platform
to facilitate exchange of learn-
ing, knowledge, and scalable
practices to advance Al adop-
tion for social empowerment. It
could also recommend the cre-
ation of a platform to connect
scientificcommunities and pool
Al research capabilities across
regions.

India is also likely to nudge
countries to recognise, in the
declaration, the development of
voluntary and non-binding
“Trusted AI Commons,” a col-
laborative platform consolidat-
ing technical resources, tools,
benchmarks and best practices
that all can access and adapt to

their contexts. Along with it, a
“Global Al Impact Commons”
could also be developed, which
would be a voluntary initiative
that provides a platform to en-
courage and enable the adop-
tion, replication, and scale-up of
successful Aluse casesacrossre-
gions. The official said that the
key idea behind why Delhi
would push for the democratis-
ingnarrative isbecause the gov-
ernment sees Al having the po-
tential to “genuinely uplift all
sections of society by enabling
individuals to access knowl-
edge, cross-border Al solutions,
information, services, oppor-
tunities and enhancing partici-
pation in social and economic
activities”.

India is also expected to ad-
dress AT'sgrowing energy needs

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Democratising Al respecting sovereignty

and is likely to insert language
inthe declaration reflecting the
importance of developing
energy efficient Al systems, and
a redoubled focus on renew-
ables to power this effort.

Noting that the promise of Al
would require equipping indi-
viduals with relevant skills by
expanding AT human resource
development, Delhi may also
endorse specific initiatives on
education, Al workforce devel-
opment, training of public offi-
cials, enhancing public aware-
ness of AI capabilities,
increasing Al literacy as well as
upgrading vocational and train-
ing ecosystems.

There also could be volun-
tary guiding principles for res-
killing and a playbook on Al
workforce development.

extraordinary trajectory with
Al, and we want to be a part of
it,” he said in a media briefing.

“For countries like India, Al
presents a chance to leapfrog
age-old gaps and create new
opportunities. These also
happen to be the places where
we see the greatest adoption
and optimism for AI techno-
logies, which I don't think is a
coincidence,” he said. He was
present at the briefing along
with Demis Hassabis, CEO of
Google DeepMind.

Last October, Google had
announced it will invest $15 bil-
lion over five years to set up an
Al data centre in Andhra Pra-
desh, in what would be its big-
gest investment yet in the

country. The tech giant has
partnered with the Adani
Group and Airtel tobuild the in-
frastructure for the project,
which also includes the con-
struction of a new international
subsea gateway.

Pichai also announced that
Google DeepMind, the com-
pany’s Al research arm, will
partner with Indian govern-
ment bodies and local institu-
tions on frontier Al capabilities.
In a press release, Google said
the company will partner with
the Anusandhan National Re-
search Foundation (ANRF) to
facilitate the adoption of Al
models to advance science.
“We’re providing access to our
frontier Al for Science models,

including AlphaGenome, Al
Co-scientist and Earth AL” it
said. It also announced a part-
nership with Niti Aayog’s Atal
Tinkering Labs to incorporate
robotics and coding into local
curricula, integrate Gemini
into teacher workflows, and
build a “safely guardrailed Al
assistant for students”.

“In the global AI trans-
formation, India is showing ex-
ceptional leadership in apply-
ing the technology to tackle its
own biggest challenges. But
India is going even further,
playing a critical international
role by convening thisweek the
fourth global Alsummit of gov-
ernments, companies and civil
society. International dialogue

Google subsea cables to link India-US

and collaboration will guide
positiveimpacts and create the
global frameworks required to
preparesociety for a future with
AL” Google DeepMind saidina
statement. Google announced
the $30-million Google.org Im-
pact Challenge: Al for Science,
an open call for researchers,
nonprofits, and social enter-
prises in India, and around the
world, using Altoachieve scien-
tific breakthroughs. Selected
awardeeswill alsobe ableto par-
ticipate in a Google.org Acceler-
ator, receiving engineering sup-
port, mentorship, and
infrastructure from Google
DeepMind and Google Research
to turn their concepts into scal-
able discoveries.

Villagers said Harbrinder
was an active member of the
ruling AAP and a close associ-
ate of Punjab cabinet minister
Laljit Singh Bhullar.

The incident comes nearly
a month after another sar-
panch and AAP leader, Jhar-

mal Singh of Valtoha village in
Amritsar district, was shot
dead during a marriage func-
tion.

Jarnail Singh had arrived at
the venue to attend a wedding
when unknown gunmen
suddenly entered and opened

AAP sarpanch shotdead

fire. A video footage retrieved
from the wedding hall show
two attackers coming from be-
hind and shooting him on the
back of the head. The firing
caused chaos at the ceremony,
with guests scrambling for
safety.

Later, police arrested two
shooters and five other ac-
cused.

The killing took place even
as the Punjab government is
conducting the second phase of
its anti-gangster drive, “Gang-
steran Te Vaar”.

Zeeshan Shaikh
&Vallabh Ozarkar

IhT 9F ) UCO BANK

UCO BANK, ZONAL OFFICE : SOLAN
CHANDOK COMPLEX, WARD NO. 4, CHAMBAGHAT, SOLAN

EMPANELMENT OF RECOVERY AGENT/ENFORCEMENT AGENT

Application from eligible Individuals/Institutions/Agencies /LLP/Companies etc.
are invited for "Empanelment as Recovery Agent/ Enforcement Agent” for our
Zonal Office Solan and Branches under Zonal Office Solan. The eligible
applicants can submit an advance copy of their application and other required
documents at any branch under UCO Bank, Zonal Office, Solan latest by or
within 05:00 PM on 27.02.2026. For eligibility and other details, please visit our
website : hitps://www.uco.bank.in under “Tender/Notices”.

Date : 18.02.2026

Zonal M

Mumbai, February 18

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment on Tuesday scrapped a
decade-old resolution linked to
the 2014 Muslim quota plan in
education, sparking a political
war of words, with the Opposi-
tion calling it anti-minority and
the BJP dismissing it as an un-
implemented Congress “ap-

Zonal Office, Solan

notice.

Deep Hospital. Ludhiana
Deep Hospital, 4

NOTIFICATION FOR DISPOSABLE OF MEDICAL

RECORDS TILL YEAR'S MARCH 2020

The Medical Records Committee of Deep Hospital Ludhiana
with the permission of Managing Director Deep Hospital has
decided to discard the following patient case files (except
MLC, Death and Pediatric Record).

Records being discarded are of the patients admitted in the
hospital within the time period March 2020.

Any person requiring information to the same may kindly
contact the below mentioned within 30 days of release of this

Mohit Yadav, Medical Records Officer

-Model Town, Ludhiana
For more information contact : 0161-5299999

...the name you can BANK upon !

@ Punjab & Sind Bank

== (A Govt. of India Undertaking)

ZONAL OFFICE, AMRITSAR
Hall Bazar, Amritsar - 143001

E-mail: zo.amritsar@psb.bank.in

Notice inviting tender for
Interior Furnishing and Allied
works at Punjab & Sind Bank,

Bal Kalan Branch, Amritsar

Bank invites sealed tenders in two bids
systems i.e. Technical Bid and Financial
Bid for Furnishing of Existing Premises
of Bal Kalan Branch, Amritsar. Last date
of submission of bid is 11-03-2026 by
05.00 PM. Technical Bid will be opened
on next working day i.e. 12-03-2026
at 11:30 A.M. Tender documents & further
information are available on Bank's
website : hitps://psb.eproc.in

Date ; 19-02-2026 ZONAL MANAGER

ARMB: SHIMLA REGENT HOUSE,

THE MALL ROAD, SHIMLA - 171001
E-mail: cs8314@pnb.co.in

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6)
of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgagedicharged to the Secured Creditor, the
constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever
there is” on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the
earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

peasement” stunt announced
ahead of elections.

Thestate’s Social Justice De-
partment has withdrawn a 2014
Government Resolution that
allowed around 50 identified
Muslim communities to obtain
caste verification and validity
certificates under the Special
Backward Category-A (SBC-A),
effectively closing the last ad-
ministrative route toreservation
claims in education.

Defending the move, Social
Justice Minister Sanjay Shirsat
said the reservation was an-
nounced by the Congress “just
ahead of the elections” to ap-
pease voters, but the required
legal and administrative steps
were never completed.

Meanwhile, the Opposition
on Wednesday attacked the Ma-
hayuti government’s move, cal-
ling it “anti-minority” and ques-
tioning the need to withdraw a
quota framework that had
lapsed years ago. The NCP (Sha-
radchandra Pawar)said the deci-
sion showed the BJP did not
value Muslim leaders within its
party and allies. “It also shows
thatthese Muslim leaderswon’t
getjustice from the BJP,” spokes-

SALE NOTICE FOR
SALE OF IMMOVABLE/
MOVABLE PROPERTIES

Lot Name of the Branch Descriptionof the A.) Dt. Of Demand Notice u/s 13(2) of A) Reserve Price| Date/ Time of
No. Name of the Account Immovable Properties | SARFAESIACT 2002 B) EMD e-auction
Name & addresses of the Borrower/ Mortgaged/Owner’s | B.) Outstanding Amount as on - Details of the
Guarantor(s) Account Name (mortgagers of | C.) Possession Date u/s 13(4) of SARFAESI | C) Bid Increase | encumbrances
property(ies) ACT 2002 Amount known to the
D.) Nature of Possession (Symbolic/Physical) secured
creditors
1. [ BO: KOTLANALA Land and  Builiding at [A)01.08.2024 Rs.41.00 Lakhs | 17.03.2026
Khata/ Khatuni 93 min/184 | B) As on 31.12.2023 Rs. 25,11,171.22 (Rs. Twenty [ < "4 10 Lakh From 11.00AM
St BALYVINDEBSINGH — - - Khasra No. 351,352 & 354 |Five Lakh Eleven Thousand One Hundred Seventy s 270 s to 04.00PM
Sh Balwinder Singh S/o Sh Jagdish Singh Vill Ber Ki Ser | msg 214 sqmtrs situated at | One and Twenty Two Paise only) with further | RS- 0-50 Lakhs
Patti Jarash Tehsil and Distt Solan (HP) Pin 173213 Mauza Basal Patti Jarash |interest&other charges minus recovery, ifany. Not Known
Sh Ashok Kumar S/o Sh Attar Singh C/o Mangla Auto | Tensil & Distt Solan (HP) )21.03.2025
Works Chambaghat Tehsil and Distt Solan (HP) Pin D) Symbolic Possession
173213

in this procl

TERMS AND CONDITIONS : The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:
1. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS” 2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the
Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or
issi ion. 3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://baanknet.com/ on 17.03.2026 @ 11.00 AM to
04:00PM 4. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com/ & www.pnb.bank.in.

Date : 18.02.2026
Place : SHIMLA

Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor

(Sd/-) Authorized Officer

person Clyde Crasto said.
AIMIM leader and former MP
Imtiaz Jaleel also criticised the
move, alleging that the ruling
party did not want Muslim
youth torise topositionslike IAS
and IPS officers.

Thedecision alsoterminates
all previous resolutions issued
onthesubject, bringinga formal
closure to a policy first intro-
duced in 2014 but never fully im-
plemented. In November that
year, the Bombay High Court
had upheld the principle of
allowing reservation for Mus-
limsingovernmentand govern-
ment-funded educational insti-
tutions, even as the ordinance
later lapsed.

Thedemand for Muslim res-
ervation in Maharashtra tookin-
stitutional shape in 2008 when
the then Congress-NCP govern-
ment set up acommittee under
retired IAS officer Mehmood ur
Rahman to study the socio-
economic condition of Muslims
inthestate.

After five years of study, the
committee reported that nearly
60 per centof Muslimsin Maha-
rashtra were below the poverty
line. Representation in govern-
ment jobs stood at 4.4 per cent
and only2.2 per cent of the com-
munity were graduates. The
panel recommended 8 per cent
reservation in state employ-
ment, education and housing,
arguing that affirmative action
was necessary to address struc-
tural backwardness.

Acting on the findings, the
Congress-NCP government in
July 2014 issued an ordinance
granting 16 per cent reservation
toMarathasand 5percent reser-
vation to Muslims in govern-
ment jobs and government-run
educational institutions.

The Muslim quota did not
apply to the entire community.
Instead, it created a Special
Backward Category-A (SBC-A)
and included around 50 ident-
ified socially and educationally
backward Muslim commu-
nities, largely comprising groups
such as weavers, butchers, oil
pressers and the fisher folk. In-
dividuals from these commu-
nities were required to obtain
caste and caste validity certifi-

cates.

Door closes on Muslim quota in education
in Maharashtra as state scraps 2014 policy

Thedecision was challenged
inthe Bombay High Court. Inits
judgment on November 14,
2014, the court struckdown Ma-
ratha reservation, but allowed 5
per cent reservation for Muslims
ineducation.

The bench said: “We are ac-
cordingly satisfied about the
existence of (an) exception of
compellingor extraordinary cir-
cumstances for exceeding the
reservation ceiling limit of 50%
by another 5% in so far as reser-
vations to state owned or aided
educational institutions arecon-
cerned.” It emphasised the
broader constitutional goal of
mainstreaming disadvantaged
communities: “Interim stay of
provisions in the impugned Or-
dinance providing for reserva-
tions of seats in educational in-
stitutions will certainly impede
the process of drawing the Mus-
lim youths into the mainstream
of seculareducationinthe State.”

Though, the ordinance was
not converted into a permanent
law within the constitutional
time frame and was allowed to
lapse on December 23,2014, after
the BJP came to power in the
state. While the government pur-
sued legal remedies to restore
Maratha reservation, no legis-
lative effort was made to pre-
serve the Muslim quota frame-
work. As a result, the 5 per cent
reservation in education ceased
to operate and the Government
Resolution issued under the or-
dinance gradually lost effect.

After the Maharashtra Vikas
Aghadi government came to
power, the issue resurfaced
briefly. In February 2020, Minor-
ity Affairs Minister Nawab Malik
informed the Maharashtra
Legislative Council that the gov-
ernment would bring a law to
provide S per centreservationto
Muslims in educational institu-
tions. However, within a week,
Chief Minister Uddhav Thack-
eray clarified that no such pro-
posal was under consideration.

The latest Government Res-
olution formally revokes all di-
rections and administrative pro-
cesseslinked tothe earlier policy,
including issuance of caste and
validity certificates under SBC-
A for Muslim communities.

(with PTlinputs)

Bangladesh signals reset
in ties with India after
boycottof T20 World Cup

strained diplomatic ties. “You
know that because of diplo-
matic complications, we could
not play in the World Cup. If
those issues had been dis-
cussed and settled earlier, our
team might have participated,”
he said. Following its election
victory, the new Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) govern-
ment has indicated that it
wants to recalibrate ties. Be-
sides, there is a sense in Dhaka
that the interim government
under Prof Mohammad Yunus
mishandled the situation by
boycotting the World Cup. Al-
though there is resentment
over Mustafizur’s exclusion
from the IPL, and India for
whatis perceived tobeaninap-
propriate response, the boycott
decision is being seen as
counterproductive.
Meanwhile, the Sports Min-

ister also questioned the legit-
imacy of the recent BCB polls,
indirectly questioning the
standing of board president
Aminul Islam. “Regarding the
cricket board election, I have
said before and I'still say that it
was questionable,” Haque said.

“Look, this matter is regu-
lated by the ICC. Within the
framework of the law and regu-
lations, whatever needs to be
done will be addressed through
discussions. After sittingdown
and reviewing everything
properly, I will comment
further,” he said.

The Daily Star also reported
thatthe BCB president Aminul
Islam Bulbul had left the
country citing personal reasons
while the board's CEO Niza-
muddin Chowdhury has de-
parted for Australia to join his
family residing there.

R_aiasthan HC

Amid ongoing security
checks, Acting Chief Justice
Sharma visited the court com-
plexand carried out asurprisein-
spection of district, metropolitan
and other subordinate courts.
During the inspection, several
courtrooms were found vacant
and anumber of judicial officers
were not present at their seats.
Takingaseriousview of thelapse
indiscipline and punctuality, the

Acting Chief Justice ordered im-
mediate administrative action.

Among the judicial officers
placed under APO, District and
SessionsJudge Ajay Sharmahas
been directed to mark his pres-
enceat the Rajasthan High Court
inJodhpur, whilethe remaining
seven officers have been in-
structed to report to the head-
quarters of the District and
Sessions Judge.

Galgotias varsity
madetoleave expo
passes off China-made
robotasown

statement, saying “confusion”
was created after one of its
representatives provided “fac-
tually incorrect information”
while manning the pavilion.

“We at Galgotias University
wish to apologise profusely for
the confusion created at the
recent AI Summit. One of our
representatives, manning the
pavilion, was ill-informed. She
was not aware of the technical
origins of the product and in
her enthusiasm of being on
camera, gave factually incor-
rect information even though
she was not authorised to
speak to the press,” it said.

“We request your kind
understanding as there was no
institutional intent to misrep-
resent this innovation. Galgo-
tias University remains firmly
committed to academic integ-
rity, transparency, and respon-
sible representation of our
work. Understanding the or-
ganisers sentiment, we have
vacated the premises,” the
university said.

The row erupted after Pro-
fessor Neha Singh, a faculty
member from the Communi-
cations Department at Galgo-
tias University, speaking to a
TV reporter about a quad-
ruped robot dog on display,
said: “This is Orion... and this
has been developed by the
Centre of Excellence at the
Galgotias University.” The in-
stitution, she said, was the first
private university to invest
more than Rs 350 crore in Al

Within hours, social media
users identified the robot as
the Unitree Go2, a commer-
cially available quadruped
manufactured by China-
based Unitree Robotics and
priced at roughly $1,600.

On Wednesday;, as criticism
mounted, Singh said her com-
ments had been misunder-
stood.

“I may not have expressed
things very clearly,” she said,
attributing the controversy to
the pace and enthusiasm of
the interaction. “We did not
change the branding. So how
can we claim that we have
manufactured this?”

Aishwarya Srivastava, a
member of the project team,
also denied that the university
had ever claimed to have built
the robot dog, saying it was
procured as part of a broader
investment in Al so that stu-
dents could study and experi-
ment with advanced techno-
logies.

There was no clarity on
who had cleared the Galgotias
University exhibits.

The row erupted
after Professor Neha
Singh, afaculty
member fromthe
Communications
Department at
Galgotias University,
speakingtoa TV
reporter about a
quadruped robot
dogondisplay, said:
“Thisis Orion...and
this has been
developed by the
Centre of Excellence
atthe Galgotias
University.”

According to the India AT
Impact Summit website, In-
dian and international corpor-
ates, startups, academic insti-
tutions, public sector
undertakings, government
bodies and ministries with AI-
focused products, solutions or
research innovations are eli-
gible to exhibit.

Exhibitors are required to
first submit an Expression of
Interest through the official
website, after which sub-
missions are reviewed and
confirmed via email, follow-
ing which booth details, costs
and allocation in thematic pa-
vilions are shared.

Standard charges listed on
the website show that aca-
demic institutions and re-
search organisations are
charged Rs 9,000 per square
metre; domestic and interna-
tional corporates Rs 25,000
per square metre; DPIIT-rec-
ognised startups Rs 12,500 per
square metre; government
ministries and states Rs 9,000
per square metre; public sec-
tor undertakings Rs 9,000 per
square metre; and startup
pods Rs 25,000 per pod. Stan-
dard shell scheme booths
begin at 9 square metres.

A Ministry of Electronics
and IT statement, issued on
February 3, stated: “Eligible
participants - Startups, enter-
prises, research institutions,
and Al organizations can reg-
ister via the official website...
Once the ‘Exhibit with Us’ Ex-
pression of Interest form is
submitted by the organisa-
tion, the submissions will be
reviewed and confirmed via
email. The organisations will
then be provided booth de-
tails, costs, and allocation in
the thematic pavilions.”

.. . Chandigarh
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