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Fleetreview
President Droupadi Murmu, Andhra Pradesh CM N Chandrababu
Naidu and Chief of Naval Staf Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi during the
International Fleet Review in Visakhapatnam on Wednesday.
Murmu said the Indian Navy is vigilant in safeguarding the country’s
maritime interests and is contributing to stability across wider
maritime commons. ANI

working on, India may also
mention a charter forAI diffu-
sion in a “democratic”way, the
officialsaid.Thiscouldbeavol-
untaryandnon-bindingframe-
work,butwouldfocusprimarily
on “promoting access to foun-
dational AI resources,” while
“respectingnational laws,” the
officialsaid.

Assuch,promotionofopen-
sourceAIservicesarealsolikely
tofeatureintheupcomingDelhi
declaration, a signal which
countersAIdevelopmentinthe
West,wherefrontiermodelslike
OpenAI’sChatGPTandGoogle’s
Geminiareproprietaryservices.

“Open-source AI applica-
tionsandotheraccessibleAIap-
proaches andwide-scale diffu-
sion of AI use cases can
contributetoscalability,replica-

bility,andadaptabilityofAIsys-
temsacrosssectors,”theofficial
said.

Indiamayendorsethedevel-
opmentofavoluntaryplatform
to facilitate exchange of learn-
ing, knowledge, and scalable
practices to advance AI adop-
tionforsocialempowerment.It
couldalso recommendthecre-
ation of a platform to connect
scientificcommunitiesandpool
AI research capabilities across
regions.

India is also likely to nudge
countries to recognise, in the
declaration,thedevelopmentof
voluntary and non-binding
“TrustedAI Commons,” a col-
laborativeplatformconsolidat-
ing technical resources, tools,
benchmarksandbestpractices
that all canaccess andadapt to

their contexts. Alongwith it, a
“Global AI Impact Commons”
couldalsobedeveloped,which
wouldbe a voluntary initiative
that provides a platform to en-
courage and enable the adop-
tion,replication,andscale-upof
successfulAIusecasesacrossre-
gions. Theofficial said that the
key idea behind why Delhi
wouldpushforthedemocratis-
ingnarrativeisbecausethegov-
ernmentseesAIhaving thepo-
tential to “genuinely uplift all
sections of society by enabling
individuals to access knowl-
edge,cross-borderAIsolutions,
information, services, oppor-
tunitiesandenhancingpartici-
pation in social and economic
activities”.

India is also expected to ad-
dressAI’sgrowingenergyneeds

and is likely to insert language
inthedeclarationreflectingthe
importance of developing
energyefficientAIsystems,and
a redoubled focus on renew-
ablestopowerthiseffort.

NotingthatthepromiseofAI
would require equipping indi-
viduals with relevant skills by
expandingAIhuman resource
development, Delhimay also
endorse specific initiatives on
education,AIworkforcedevel-
opment, trainingofpublic offi-
cials, enhancing public aware-
ness of AI capabilities,
increasingAI literacyaswell as
upgradingvocationalandtrain-
ingecosystems.

There also could be volun-
tary guiding principles for res-
killing and a playbook on AI
workforcedevelopment.

DemocratisingAI, respectingsovereignty

Villagers said Harbrinder
was an active member of the
ruling AAP and a close associ-
ate of Punjab cabinetminister
Laljit SinghBhullar.

The incident comes nearly
a month after another sar-
panch and AAP leader, Jhar-

malSinghofValtohavillage in
Amritsar district, was shot
dead during amarriage func-
tion.

JarnailSinghhadarrivedat
the venue to attend awedding
when unknown gunmen
suddenly entered and opened

fire. A video footage retrieved
from the wedding hall show
twoattackers coming frombe-
hind and shooting himon the
back of the head. The firing
caused chaos at the ceremony,
with guests scrambling for
safety.

Later, police arrested two
shooters and five other ac-
cused.

The killing took place even
as the Punjab government is
conductingthesecondphaseof
its anti-gangster drive, “Gang-
steranTeVaar”.

AAPsarpanchshotdead

extraordinary trajectory with
AI, andwewant to be a part of
it,”hesaid inamediabriefing.

“Forcountries likeIndia,AI
presents a chance to leapfrog
age-old gaps and create new
opportunities. These also
happen to be the placeswhere
we see the greatest adoption
and optimism for AI techno-
logies, which I don't think is a
coincidence,” he said. Hewas
present at the briefing along
with Demis Hassabis, CEO of
GoogleDeepMind.

Last October, Google had
announceditwillinvest$15bil-
lionover fiveyears to setupan
AI data centre in Andhra Pra-
desh, inwhatwould be its big-
gest investment yet in the

country. The tech giant has
partnered with the Adani
GroupandAirteltobuildthein-
frastructure for the project,
which also includes the con-
structionofanewinternational
subseagateway.

Pichai alsoannounced that
Google DeepMind, the com-
pany’s AI research arm, will
partner with Indian govern-
ment bodies and local institu-
tionsonfrontierAIcapabilities.
In a press release, Google said
the companywill partnerwith
the AnusandhanNational Re-
search Foundation (ANRF) to
facilitate the adoption of AI
models to advance science.
“We’re providing access to our
frontierAI for Sciencemodels,

including AlphaGenome, AI
Co-scientist and Earth AI,” it
said. It also announced a part-
nershipwithNiti Aayog’s Atal
Tinkering Labs to incorporate
robotics and coding into local
curricula, integrate Gemini
into teacher workflows, and
build a “safely guardrailed AI
assistant for students”.

“In the global AI trans-
formation,Indiaisshowingex-
ceptional leadership in apply-
ing the technology to tackle its
own biggest challenges. But
India is going even further,
playing a critical international
rolebyconveningthisweekthe
fourthglobalAIsummitofgov-
ernments,companiesandcivil
society. Internationaldialogue

and collaboration will guide
positiveimpactsandcreatethe
global frameworks required to
preparesocietyforafuturewith
AI,”GoogleDeepMindsaidina
statement. Google announced
the$30-millionGoogle.org Im-
pact Challenge:AI for Science,
an open call for researchers,
nonprofits, and social enter-
prises in India, andaround the
world,usingAItoachievescien-
tific breakthroughs. Selected
awardeeswillalsobeabletopar-
ticipateinaGoogle.orgAcceler-
ator,receivingengineeringsup-
port, mentorship, and
infrastructure from Google
DeepMindandGoogleResearch
to turn their concepts into scal-
ablediscoveries.

Googlesubseacables to linkIndia-US

Bangladeshsignalsreset
intieswithIndiaafter
boycottofT20WorldCup
strained diplomatic ties. “You
know that because of diplo-
maticcomplications,wecould
not play in the World Cup. If
those issues had been dis-
cussed and settled earlier, our
teammighthaveparticipated,”
he said. Following its election
victory, the new Bangladesh
NationalistParty(BNP)govern-
ment has indicated that it
wants to recalibrate ties. Be-
sides, there is a sense inDhaka
that the interim government
underProfMohammadYunus
mishandled the situation by
boycotting theWorld Cup. Al-
though there is resentment
over Mustafizur’s exclusion
from the IPL, and India for
whatisperceivedtobeaninap-
propriateresponse,theboycott
decision is being seen as
counterproductive.

Meanwhile,theSportsMin-

ister also questioned the legit-
imacy of the recent BCB polls,
indirectly questioning the
standing of board president
Aminul Islam. “Regarding the
cricket board election, I have
saidbeforeandIstill say that it
wasquestionable,”Haquesaid.

“Look, thismatter is regu-
lated by the ICC. Within the
frameworkofthelawandregu-
lations, whatever needs to be
donewillbeaddressedthrough
discussions.Aftersittingdown
and reviewing everything
properly, I will comment
further,”hesaid.

TheDailyStaralsoreported
thattheBCBpresidentAminul
Islam Bulbul had left the
countrycitingpersonalreasons
while the board's CEO Niza-
muddin Chowdhury has de-
parted for Australia to join his
family residing there.

Amid ongoing security
checks, Acting Chief Justice
Sharmavisited the court com-
plexandcarriedoutasurprisein-
spectionofdistrict,metropolitan
andother subordinate courts.
During the inspection, several
courtroomswere foundvacant
andanumberofjudicialofficers
werenot present at their seats.
Takingaseriousviewofthelapse
indisciplineandpunctuality,the

ActingChiefJusticeorderedim-
mediateadministrativeaction.

Among the judicial officers
placedunderAPO,District and
SessionsJudgeAjaySharmahas
beendirected tomarkhispres-
enceattheRajasthanHighCourt
inJodhpur,whiletheremaining
seven officers have been in-
structed to report to thehead-
quarters of the District and
SessionsJudge.

RajasthanHC

statement, saying“confusion”
was created after one of its
representativesprovided“fac-
tually incorrect information”
whilemanning thepavilion.

“WeatGalgotiasUniversity
wishtoapologiseprofuselyfor
the confusion created at the
recent AI Summit. One of our
representatives,manning the
pavilion,wasill-informed.She
wasnotawareof the technical
origins of the product and in
her enthusiasm of being on
camera, gave factually incor-
rect information even though
she was not authorised to
speak to thepress,” it said.

“We request your kind
understandingastherewasno
institutional intent tomisrep-
resent this innovation.Galgo-
tiasUniversityremains firmly
committedtoacademic integ-
rity, transparency,andrespon-
sible representation of our
work. Understanding the or-
ganisers sentiment, we have
vacated the premises,” the
university said.

The row erupted after Pro-
fessor Neha Singh, a faculty
member from the Communi-
cations Department at Galgo-
tias University, speaking to a
TV reporter about a quad-
ruped robot dog on display,
said: “This is Orion… and this
has been developed by the
Centre of Excellence at the
Galgotias University.” The in-
stitution,shesaid,wasthefirst
private university to invest
more thanRs 350 crore inAI.

Withinhours, socialmedia
users identified the robot as
the Unitree Go2, a commer-
cially available quadruped
manufactured by China-
based Unitree Robotics and
priced at roughly $1,600.

OnWednesday,ascriticism
mounted,Singhsaidhercom-
ments had been misunder-
stood.

“I may not have expressed
things very clearly,” she said,
attributing the controversy to
the pace and enthusiasm of
the interaction. “We did not
change the branding. So how
can we claim that we have
manufactured this?”

Aishwarya Srivastava, a
member of the project team,
alsodeniedthat theuniversity
hadeverclaimedtohavebuilt
the robot dog, saying it was
procured as part of a broader
investment in AI so that stu-
dents could study and experi-
ment with advanced techno-
logies.

There was no clarity on
whohadclearedtheGalgotias
University exhibits.

According to the India AI
Impact Summit website, In-
dianandinternationalcorpor-
ates, startups, academic insti-
tutions, public sector
undertakings, government
bodiesandministrieswithAI-
focusedproducts, solutionsor
research innovations are eli-
gible to exhibit.

Exhibitors are required to
first submit an Expression of
Interest through the official
website, after which sub-
missions are reviewed and
confirmed via email, follow-
ingwhich booth details, costs
andallocation inthematicpa-
vilions are shared.

Standard charges listedon
the website show that aca-
demic institutions and re-
search organisations are
charged Rs 9,000 per square
metre; domestic and interna-
tional corporates Rs 25,000
per square metre; DPIIT-rec-
ognisedstartupsRs12,500per
square metre; government
ministriesandstatesRs9,000
per square metre; public sec-
tor undertakingsRs 9,000per
square metre; and startup
pods Rs 25,000 per pod. Stan-
dard shell scheme booths
begin at 9 squaremetres.

A Ministry of Electronics
and IT statement, issued on
February 3, stated: “Eligible
participants–Startups,enter-
prises, research institutions,
and AI organizations can reg-
ister via the official website…
Once the ‘ExhibitwithUs’Ex-
pression of Interest form is
submitted by the organisa-
tion, the submissions will be
reviewed and confirmed via
email. The organisations will
then be provided booth de-
tails, costs, and allocation in
the thematic pavilions.”

Galgotiasvarsity
madetoleaveexpo
passesoffChina-made
robotasown

ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi, February 18

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday ordered an in-
terim stay on the forcible ex-
humation of bodies in Chhat-
tisgarh while hearing a plea
that alleged that tribal Chris-
tians in the state were being
denied the right to bury their
dead in their villages and that
those already buried were
being forcibly shifted.

Issuing notice to the state
government on the public in-
terest litigation (PIL) filed by
the Chhattisgarh Association
for Justice and Equality and
Others,abenchofJusticeVik-
ramNathandSandeepMehta
ordered, “In themeantime, it
isprovided thatno further ex-
humation of buried bodies
shall be permitted.”

On January 27, 2025, the
SupremeCourt had delivered
asplitverdictonapleaseeking
permissiontoburyadeceased
Christian pastor in the village
graveyardoronhisprivateag-
ricultural land in the state.

While Justice B V Naga-

rathna stated that the peti-
tionerbepermittedtoburyhis
father in his private land, Jus-
tice S C Sharma had held that
through procedures pertain-
ingtolastritesandceremonies
fall under fundamental rights
guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion, no citizen has an “un-
qualifiedrightclaimthatsuch
right(s) would encompass the
unqualifiedrighttochoosethe
“place” of such ceremony (in-
cludingburial)…”.

However, given that three
weeks had already passed
since the death and the body
was in the mortuary, the two
judges had agreed that the
bodybeburiedinadesignated
burialgroundforChristians in
Karkapal village, 25-30 kms
fromhis hometown.

OnWednesday, SeniorAd-
vocate Colin Gonsalves, ap-
pearing for the petitioners,
said the split verdict is being
misused by the state to stop
theburials of tribalChristians
even in places where there is
nodispute at the local level.

The PIL urged the court to
declare that all persons, irre-
spectiveof their religion,caste
or SC/ST/OBC status, will be
free to bury their deceased in
their villages and to direct all
gram panchayats in the state
to demarcate specific areas in
villages for burials.

SCorders interim
stayon forcible
exhumations
inChhattisgarh
Amidpleaover
tribalChristians’
burial rights
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Therowerupted
afterProfessorNeha

Singh,a faculty
memberfromthe
Communications
Departmentat

GalgotiasUniversity,
speakingtoaTV
reporterabouta
quadrupedrobot

dogondisplay, said:
“This isOrion…and

thishasbeen
developedbythe

CentreofExcellence
at theGalgotias
University.”

ZeeshanShaikh
&VallabhOzarkar
Mumbai,February 18

THEMAHARASHTRAgovern-
ment on Tuesday scrapped a
decade-old resolution linked to
the 2014Muslimquota plan in
education, sparking apolitical
war ofwords,with theOpposi-
tioncallingitanti-minorityand
theBJPdismissing it as anun-
implemented Congress “ap-

peasement” stunt announced
aheadofelections.

Thestate’sSocialJusticeDe-
partmenthaswithdrawna2014
Government Resolution that
allowed around 50 identified
Muslimcommunities toobtain
caste verification and validity
certificates under the Special
BackwardCategory-A (SBC-A),
effectively closing the last ad-
ministrativeroutetoreservation
claimsineducation.

Defending themove, Social
JusticeMinister Sanjay Shirsat
said the reservation was an-
nouncedby theCongress “just
ahead of the elections” to ap-
pease voters, but the required
legal and administrative steps
werenevercompleted.

Meanwhile, theOpposition
onWednesdayattackedtheMa-
hayutigovernment’smove,cal-
lingit“anti-minority”andques-
tioning theneed towithdrawa
quota framework that had
lapsedyearsago.TheNCP(Sha-
radchandraPawar)saidthedeci-
sion showed the BJP did not
valueMuslim leaderswithin its
party and allies. “It also shows
thattheseMuslimleaderswon’t
getjusticefromtheBJP,”spokes-

person Clyde Crasto said.
AIMIM leader and formerMP
Imtiaz Jaleel also criticised the
move, alleging that the ruling
party did not want Muslim
youthtorisetopositionslikeIAS
andIPSofficers.

Thedecisionalsoterminates
all previous resolutions issued
onthesubject,bringingaformal
closure to a policy first intro-
ducedin2014butneverfullyim-
plemented. InNovember that
year, the BombayHigh Court
had upheld the principle of
allowing reservation forMus-
limsingovernmentandgovern-
ment-fundededucationalinsti-
tutions, even as the ordinance
laterlapsed.

ThedemandforMuslimres-
ervationinMaharashtratookin-
stitutional shape in2008when
thethenCongress-NCPgovern-
mentsetupacommitteeunder
retired IASofficerMehmoodur
Rahman to study the socio-
economicconditionofMuslims
inthestate.

After fiveyears of study, the
committeereportedthatnearly
60percentofMuslimsinMaha-
rashtrawerebelow thepoverty
line.Representation ingovern-
ment jobs stood at 4.4 per cent
andonly2.2percentofthecom-
munity were graduates. The
panel recommended8percent
reservation in state employ-
ment, education andhousing,
arguing that affirmative action
wasnecessary toaddress struc-
turalbackwardness.

Acting on the findings, the
Congress-NCP government in
July 2014 issued anordinance
granting16percentreservation
toMarathasand5percentreser-
vation to Muslims in govern-
ment jobsandgovernment-run
educationalinstitutions.

TheMuslim quota did not
apply to theentire community.
Instead, it created a Special
BackwardCategory-A (SBC-A)
and includedaround50 ident-
ified socially andeducationally
backward Muslim commu-
nities,largelycomprisinggroups
such asweavers, butchers, oil
pressers and the fisher folk. In-
dividuals from these commu-
nitieswere required to obtain
caste and caste validity certifi-
cates.

Thedecisionwaschallenged
intheBombayHighCourt.Inits
judgment on November 14,
2014,thecourtstruckdownMa-
rathareservation,butallowed5
percentreservationforMuslims
ineducation.

Thebenchsaid: “Weareac-
cordingly satisfied about the
existence of (an) exception of
compellingorextraordinarycir-
cumstances for exceeding the
reservationceiling limit of 50%
byanother5%inso faras reser-
vations to stateownedoraided
educationalinstitutionsarecon-
cerned.” It emphasised the
broader constitutional goal of
mainstreamingdisadvantaged
communities: “Interim stay of
provisions in the impugnedOr-
dinanceproviding for reserva-
tionsof seats ineducational in-
stitutionswill certainly impede
theprocessofdrawingtheMus-
limyouthsintothemainstream
ofseculareducationintheState.”

Though, theordinancewas
notconvertedintoapermanent
law within the constitutional
time frameandwas allowed to
lapseonDecember23,2014,after
the BJP came to power in the
state.Whilethegovernmentpur-
sued legal remedies to restore
Maratha reservation, no legis-
lative effort wasmade to pre-
serve theMuslimquota frame-
work.Asa result, the 5per cent
reservationineducationceased
tooperateandtheGovernment
Resolution issuedunder theor-
dinancegraduallylosteffect.

AftertheMaharashtraVikas
Aghadi government came to
power, the issue resurfaced
briefly.InFebruary2020,Minor-
ityAffairsMinisterNawabMalik
informed the Maharashtra
LegislativeCouncilthatthegov-
ernmentwould bring a law to
provide5percentreservationto
Muslimsineducational institu-
tions.However,within aweek,
ChiefMinisterUddhavThack-
eray clarified thatno suchpro-
posalwasunderconsideration.

The latestGovernmentRes-
olution formally revokes all di-
rectionsandadministrativepro-
cesseslinkedtotheearlierpolicy,
including issuanceof caste and
validity certificatesunder SBC-
AforMuslimcommunities.

(withPTI inputs)

Door closesonMuslimquota in education
inMaharashtra as state scraps2014policy
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